
This help sheet explains what grammar and 
punctuation children in Year 5 need to know 

by the end of the year. 

Grammar and 
 Punctuation  

Year 5  

Relative Clauses  
A relative clause can be used to give additional 

information about a noun. 
 
They are introduced by a relative pronoun like 'that', 
'which', 'who', 'whose', 'where' and 'when'. For 
example:  

The old lady, who took her cat to the shop, is called 
Margot. 

The cat, which lives at number 9, is black. 

Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis

Past and Present Progressive 
 
  Modal Verbs 

ought to

 
 

Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time 
 
 

Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs 
 
 Adverbs tells us when, where, how something 

happens. We can use adverbs to show how possible an 
action is.  We can use the words; perhaps, surely... 

“Perhaps we will go to the shop today.”

Modal verbs raise the ideas of the 

necessity or likelihood of an action 

happening. Modal verbs are: 

 
  

  might
will

can

could
should

may
would

must

Additional, but not vital, information within a 
sentence can be punctuated using dashes (-), commas 

(,)  or  brackets( () ).  
 
  I love strawberries (and raspberries) but I am not keen on 

blueberries. 
I love strawberries - and raspberries - but I am not keen 

on blueberries. 

The present progressive tense is used to describe an action that is 
happening at the moment of speaking: 
 

I am leaving work.

The past progressive is used for a continuous action in the past, for 
example: 

I was working hard when the telephone interrupted me.
Everyone was shouting.

They were always arguing.

 
 

Adverbials help us to organise our writing in a clear and logical way and to guide our readers 
through a train of thought, a sequence of events, an explanation, an argument or a discussion.  
 
Example: Indicate the adverbial that links the two ideas. 

 Fruit is an important part of a healthy diet. Similarly, fresh vegetables and dairy products are
considered healthy.

 
Here the adverbial ‘similarly’ indicates that the two ideas are similar and links the two sentences.  
 
 
 

Examples of cohesive 
adverbs:

Later, Near by, Similarly, 
Secondly



Cohesion 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Showing action and emotion after speech 

Suffixes - Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes like -ate, -ise, -ify 

A suffix is an ‘ending’ used at the end of one word 
to turn it into another word. suffixes can be used to 
change a verb or an adjective into a noun and visa 
versa.  
For example:  
 

Simple - simplify (turns the noun into a verb)
Terror - terrorise (turns the noun into a verb)

Calculation - calculate (turns a noun into a verb)

Punctuation is used in direct speech to separate spoken 
words, or dialogue, from the rest of a story.  
 
The words spoken by a character sit inside speech 
marks: 
 

“Did you hear that noise?” whispered Grace.

We can show what a character is doing or how they are 
feeling by using a relative or -ing clause after it. 
 

“Did you hear that noise?” whispered Grace, who was 
starting to feel scared. 

“Did you hear that noise?” whispered Grace, looking 
around the dark woods anxiously. 

 

Words with ough

Silent Letters

Word Endings

Homophones

Use of the hyphen

Words with the /i:/ 
sound 
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Commas to clarify meaning 

Commas can be used to mark different parts of sentences and separate 
some clauses within a sentence. We use commas so that our writing is 
easy to understand and so that we avoid ambiguity (where there might be 
more than one meaning in what you have written). 
 
   For example:  
 

‘I’m going to start cooking, Mummy’ 
is a child telling his mother he is about to cook. 

 ‘I’m going to start cooking Mummy’ 
tells a different story about the ingredients the child has chosen.

A text has cohesion if it is clear how the 
meanings of its parts fit together. A 
cohesive text will make sense and is easy 
for the reader to follow. 
 
 To help their writing flow, your child will 
be taught to use cohesive devices. 
Cohesive devices are words used to show 
how the different parts of a text fit 
together. In other words, they create 
cohesion.  
 
Some examples of cohesive devices are: 
 
  Determiners

Pronouns
Conjunctions

Adverbials
Adverbs
Ellipsis

Paragraphs  

Paragraphs are coll
ection

s of 

sentences th
at are grouped together 

because they deal with a common 

idea or to
pic. 

There is 
no set 

length to a paragraph.

 
 

A comma is used to separate the 
name of the person being spoken to 
from the rest of the sentence. 

“Kids, dinner is ready!”

“Sam,  please put your 
pencil down.”


