Bacton Curriculum Journey
(so far…)

Thank you for taking the time to look at our curriculum journey. Our
work is ongoing but this describes in detail, the rationale behind our
journey. We use the national curriculum for the majority of our
content and interweave key PHSE and relevant RE concepts into all
of our topics to support children’s understanding of the world
around them. PSHE and RE are also given dedicated curriculum
time. We believe this will help them to become Global Citizens.

OfSTED’s View …...

‘All children should study a broad and rich
curriculum.’ Schools are doing a ‘disservice’ to
their pupils if they are only focussing on English
and maths. Experiences and skills gained from
the foundation subjects (including Humanities,
Art, DT, PE and Music) provide children with a
rich variety of knowledge, taking them one step
closer to understanding the complex world in
which we live.’
Amanda Speilman Ofsted Chief Inspector of
Education, Children's Services and Skills

‘The Great Fire of London’
Jack, Aged 6

Curriculum Statement
Our curriculum is engaging, exciting and
exploratory, encompassing and celebrating
all curriculum areas. It aims to provide our
children with transferable skills and a
secure knowledge base to become creative
and curious citizens of the world.
Our curriculum, allows them to ask and
explore thought-provoking questions which
shapes their learning and enables them to
develop into independent thinkers and
learners.

Left: Inferring information about
the outbreak of Cholera
Below left: Building bridges
to meet specific criteria
Below right: Investigating the
adaptation of Darwinian Finch
beaks.

Our Curriculum
Learning is organised into topics with each topic lasting either a half or full
term. Due to small cohorts, all classes in school are mixed age. To ensure
curriculum coverage is broad and balanced, topics rotate on a four year rolling
programme.
At the centre of all topics are ‘Power of Reading’ books. These books are
carefully chosen by teachers and in conjunction with rigorous planning and high
quality teaching, ensure that meaningful links within and between subjects
effectively enable the children to broaden their knowledge and skills
simultaneously. Our curriculum builds on previous learning and promotes
creative links across the full breadth of subject areas.

Consulting Children and Parents
In developing our local curriculum we consulted with both children and parents
through an annual curriculum review and general survey.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BgTx_MYc2dL
Bacton View ….
A9A89KxGmHd3g_stGN1eMoAF7UdyiCMs/edit?ts=5f69
Active Citizens of the World
df66#gid=1239191574
(what do we want our children to be ?)
Our starting point was to look at what
we want our children to be ... we want
them to be Global Citizens;
● Healthy and Active
● Safe and Nurtured
● Included and Respected
So that they become:
● Effective Communicators
● Confident Individuals
● Successful Learners
● Responsible Citizens
and reach their full potential

What does this look like in
school ?
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The Joy Of Not Knowing
“The Joy of Not Knowing (JONK) is a
values-led philosophy of education and of
school leadership that removes barriers and
worries associated with not knowing or with
findings things difficult by creating a learning
to learn culture and ethos in schools where
everyone perceives that anything and
everything is possible.”

The Joy Of Not Knowing
At Bacton Primary we want our
children to be curious, creative,
coLlABorATivE, reflective,
resourceful and resilient.
We want our children to be able to
analyse the world around them and
contribute positively to society.

The Joy Of Not Knowing (JONK)
“The Joy of Not Knowing approach focuses explicitly on
teaching children the value and importance of realising that
in order to learn something new they must not know it first,
and on then setting up a whole school infrastructure that
equips learners with all the values, dispositions, skills and
strategies that enables them to develop an intrinsic
motivation and enthusiasm to want to learn, evolving as
successful individuals, lifelong learners and global citizens
with a deep and lifelong love of learning.”

Knowledge
Knowledge is developed through our
school, across subjects and within
year groups

Our Overarching Curriculum Themes
(RLLL)
Our ‘Big’ themes help our children to develop
deeper knowledge and understanding by
offering opportunities to link, review and put
knowledge into context across a range of
subjects. Our Overarching Curriculum Themes
are:

Responsibility
Legacy
Location
Learning

WHY…‘Responsibility’? (RLLL)
Through the teaching of legacy, learning and location we support children’s understanding of individual
and collective responsibility for our school community and how that can potentially impact on the rest of
the world. British Values; Democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those
of different faiths and beliefs, runs through this theme and the school as a whole.

WHY…‘Legacy and learning’?
(RLLL)
Each and everyone's lives are influenced
by the legacy of those who lived before us.
We want children to learn from history, to
ensure that their future legacy is positive,
benefitting all members of our global
society. They will have a deeper
understanding of conflict and resolution
and the evolution of societies and
populations from around the world.

WHY ….’Location’ ? (RLLL)
It is crucial that our young people
have a clear understanding of our
local area, whilst being mindful of
where that ‘sits’ within and beyond
the UK. Ever increasing knowledge
and understanding of world issues is
critical, if they are to become
informed future leaders and decision
makers.

Curriculum Overviews
From our big themes Venn
Diagram, we created high
quality links across the
subject disciplines to create
a curriculum overview that
values knowledge and skills
but also ensures progression.

Long Term Overview:
Knowledge and Skills
Knowledge and skills are
intrinsically linked: By repeating
skills but varying knowledge we
support our children in generating
a secure knowledge base across
curriculum subjects, whilst
developing transferable skills.
‘Throughout a child’s experience in key stage 1 and 2,
knowledge and skills are repeated and built on.

Medium Term Planning
Our planning ensures that
knowledge and skills identified in
the long term planning are
delivered within structured
lessons which allow our mixed age
classes to self differentiate and
stretch themselves by using our
challenge curriculum.

Challenge Curriculum

I can explain with practical
examples, how mountains are
formed

I can explain how diﬀerent
mountain are formed

I can give example of mountain
types

I can identify
similarities and
differences
I can make
inferences
I can justify my
inferences with
observations

Instead of setting specific work to
predetermined groups and in effect capping
the learning of children - we use a challenge
curriculum which works on 4 levels: bronze,
silver, gold and platinum.
We support children in choosing a challenge
level which puts them into the learning pit where they can apply their JONK skills. This
lets children push themselves as well
identify areas where they need additional
support or consolidation.

Vocabulary
Vocabulary breadth and depth are
two of the most important factors in
helping pupils to understand what
they read and to express themselves
as independent, confident learners.
Our curriculum focuses on improving
our children’s vocabulary by reviewing
and re-covering ‘seabed’ vocabulary
regularly. Vocabulary is mapped into
topics and a progression of
vocabulary is created over time.

Knowledge Organisers
We want our children to
gain specific knowledge
in each curriculum
subject that builds up
over time. Knowledge
organisers play a useful
role in this. These are
shared with parents to
enable collaborative
home/school learning.

Topic Days
Every half term our learning is enhanced by
topic days - on these days pause our normal
maths and english routine and immerse the
children in topic based activities. These
provide excellent opportunities to applying
skills learnt in maths and english as well as
deepening their understanding of the wider
curriculum. They are also just really good
fun! Often topics are celebrated at the end
with an ‘authentic outcome’ event such as an
exhibition, gallery or ‘cafe’

Curriculum Assessment

‘The key reason for all assessment is to
ensure that teaching and learning are
working well and that children are
benefiting from a deep and rich
education.’
Sean Harford, National Director for
Education at Ofsted.

Our assessment system has been
developed to support pupil’s progress,
deepen knowledge, promote
understanding and develop skills without
unnecessary pressure on our children. We
know knowledge and skills are embedded
when the children make links with prior
learning. We use learning lines to support
children in being reflective throughout the
academic year. To support children’s
learning and progression teaching staff
review the learning inline with the national
curriculum.

Aspiration is key …...
We know that if our children are to succeed,
particularly our Pupil Premium children, then we
need to create a culture that allows children to
succeed - we need to be aspirational for them.

The following slides unpick how we do that…...

Educational Visits
We believe, school trips and educational
visits are a powerful, positive teaching
tool that help enhance the social,
personal and emotional development of
all our learners. Educational and
residential visits are an integral part of
our curriculum, allowing our children to
broaden their horizons and experience
new and exciting opportunities, making
long lasting memories!

Understanding the world of work
and higher education
RLLL will support our children’s

aspirations. Providing children with
leadership opportunities such as Head
Boy and Girl and School Council.
Additionally we believe that an
understanding of higher education and
the jobs currently on offer will offer
them a vision of their potential.

Outdoor Exploratory
Playing outside is fun, exciting and
important for children’s learning and
development. We have invested
significant grants into creating large
scale structures which create a sense
of adventure for all abilities. The
outdoor Gym, Sea Sanctuary Garden
and Shipwreck Cabin are popular
resources.

The Arts
The ‘Arts’ allow our children to find new ways of
expressing themselves, helping them
understand the world in different ways and to
explore their own perspectives and those of
others.
By involving our pupils with opportunities
across art, design, dance, drama and music, we
hope that our pupils’ appreciation and
understanding of different cultures will be
furthered. As well as broadening their
knowledge of activities they can enjoy and
careers they can aspire to.

Historical, Geographical
and Social Understanding
Our curriculum ensures that our children are aware of the
geographical, historical and social aspects of the local
community and, in comparison, the wider world in which they
live.
History and geography and their connected social aspects sit
at the centre of each topic. They cover a broad range of
locations and time periods and encourage children to be
curious and to build their cohesive understanding of the
world. It connects Britain’s past with the present and the
future; helps children make sense of our place in the world;
and is central to their development as informed, active and
responsible citizens.

Historical, Geographical
and Social Understanding
Children learn about the impact of their actions on
the planet and understand the importance of
developing a future that is sustainable by reflecting
on the choices of previous societies and civilisations.
Through exploring cultures, beliefs, values, human
rights and responsibilities, children develop a deeper
understanding of themselves and others, and a sense
of belonging. They see how societies are organised
and shaped by people's values and actions, and how
communities can live and work together.

Understanding English,
Communication and
Language
Reading and Language are at the heart of our
curriculum. We select quality texts that are linked to
topic themes to allow an immersive experience where
wider curriculum subjects are fused with developing
English skills. Children read broadly both through a
structured reading scheme as well as being exposed to
archaic texts and popular authors.There is a focus on
enhancing vocabulary and language as these lay the
foundations for active involvement in cultural life,
society, work and lifelong learning. In addition we
engage the wider community through very popular
story cafes.

Scientific and Technological
Understanding
We understand that our children live in an
age of fast-moving science and technology.
Our Science and Computing curriculums allow
our children to explore and understand the
natural and made worlds in which we live. We
value our children's natural curiosity and
creativity and encourage them to explore and
manipulate equipment and technology. We
believe that the more understanding children
have of the science and computing, the more
they are likely to contribute positively to its
use within society.

Mathematical
Understanding
Our maths curriculum helps children
make sense of the numbers, patterns and
shapes they see in the world around
them. We encourage problem solving
which allows our children to explore
unexpected discoveries or new
connections. As their confidence grows,
they look for patterns, use logical
reasoning, suggest solutions and try out
different approaches to problems.

Physical Development,
Health and Wellbeing
At Bacton Primary we champion the positive
impact sport and physical activities have on our
children’s physical development, health and
wellbeing.Through sport and other physical
activities, our children learn to increase body
control, coordination and dexterity. They learn
about their responsibilities both as individuals
and members of groups and teams. They learn to
cooperate and to compete fairly, understanding
their own and others’ roles. Physical activity is

also an important contributer to mental
wellbeing and emotional regulation.

Religion, philosophy and
Ethics
Religion, philosophy and ethics helps our
children build empathy, understanding
and respect in a world often
characterized by diversity, conflict and
change. Our curriculum provides a
unique opportunity to learn about, and
from, faiths, cultures and people in an
open, respectful and objective way.

Thank you for taking the time
to read all about our
curriculum.

