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Another Fantastic Week - ‘Growing Together’

Starfish Preschool
In Starfish this week, we have introduced our new topic -
Places.
We asked the children to think about where they live and
who they live with, where they come for school and all the
different places they have been with their families. The

children came up with lots of
ideas and together we made a
list. We also talked about how
everyone is different and how
we all live with different people
and have been to different
places, talking about our
similarities and differences.
The children have also been working on their fine motor
skills. Using the playdough, the
children created different shapes
and patterns using the cutters and
rolling pins. They were brilliant at

sharing and remembering to ask nicely for the resources they
needed and wanted.
Starfish have met a new Monster Phonic Character this week.
We have met U-Hoo and have read his story and learnt what
sound he makes. The children have been brilliant at
remembering the characters we have met so far - Angry Red A,
Yellow I, Green Froggy, Cool Blue and now U-Hoo.
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Seahorse class
This week we have carried on our learning
about Amelia Earheart in English and topic
with years 1 and 2. It has prompted lots of
questions and discussions. It has made
picking this week’s certificate winner very
difficult. On Friday Year 2 used all their
knowledge of Amelia Earheart to write a
biography of her. Meanwhile in maths, we
have been looking at multiples often and
putting them in the correct order and
identifying different representations of
multiples of 10.

In maths, reception have been
learning about circles and
triangles. They have made their
own in the outdoor area and
been on a shape hunt around the
school. What shapes can you find
at home? Drawing club this week
has had a monster focus as we watched an episode of
‘Trapdoor’ and have designed traps to catch monsters and
made breakfasts for them. In topic, reception are now thinking
about their own timelines and things that are important to
them. It would be lovely if possible to have some pictures sent
in so we can order them and talk about the important moments
in their lives.

Dolphin class
In Dolphins this week we have been continuing our Topic work on the Battle of Britain,
but our focus has moved on to food rationing and how people in Briton survived with
minimal resources. The class was horrified to find out that in some instances parks and
playing spaces were transformed into places to grow food to feed the population, and
when it was suggested that our school playground would be dug up for crop growing the
class wrote some strongly worded letters to the Head of Agriculture letting their
feelings known. We also learnt about how different produce is grown and consumed
during the different seasons of the year. The class were then tasked with coming up
with a meal based on what is eaten in a certain season, which led to some interesting
meal choices.
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Elsewhere in English, the class has finished their unit on narrative writing based on the
book ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’. Thursday was the highlight of the week for many
children, learning Cockney slang and using it in our work when writing dialogue for
Lenny and his mum. We ended English on Friday with our Big Writes recreating the
narrative with our own characters getting evacuated and living in the countryside.
Over in PE, the children have continued our work on gymnastics, learning on Thursday
how to master forward rolls. The children were all very resilient and reflective during
this lesson, not giving up and learning from their mistakes to perfect their rolls.
On Friday in PE, we learnt about swing dances and how they were used for
entertainment during WW2. We then had a chance to created our own Lindy Hop
dances. The children were fantastic at this, having some amazing dance moves as you
can see from the pictures!
In Maths the children have smashed it this week! We have been investigating and
comparing 3-digit numbers, using a range of manipulatives. The children throughout
the week have needed little adult support and have grasped all their activities
independently. The workrate has been great to see and the levels of understanding are
amazing!

Well done on a fantastic week Dolphins!!
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Shark Class
Sharks have had a wonderfully curious week this week. We have been using our senses
to observe and discover some of the wondrous things Lucy spots as she emerges from
the wardrobe into the magical realm of Narnia, as we’ve begun writing our first
Narrative tales of the term. It has been wonderful to read through their work and see
all of the brilliant descriptions they’ve been able to come up with - expanded noun
phrases, similes, emotive language, fronted adverbials and even a slight cliff-hanger as
something comes towards her, rustling the bushes!

In Maths, the Sharks have begun looking into adding and subtracting some much bigger
numbers, some with as many as 6-digits, and what we’ve found out is that they do not
bother us in the slightest! We have mastered 3, 4, and 5-digit column methods so why
should 6, 7 or even 12 digits hold us back?! It has been lovely to see their confidence
increasing lesson by lesson.

In Topic, we have begun looking at Science and the different ways we classify living
things within our natural world. There have been some interesting discussions about
the ramifications of indo and exo-skeletons, whether an octopus is an arachnid, and
whether the Duck-billed Platypus really is a mammal… All in all, it has been a very
interesting week! Well done Sharks.

Mental Wellbeing
November is the month for raising mental awareness in
men. You may have noticed Mr Austin and Mr Wilson
are supporting the cause, ‘Movember’, by growing a
moustache. Raising awareness of men's mental health is
an extremely important issue as the rate of suicide is
much higher in men compared to that of women. By
showing our young children it is okay to not be okay and
building their own resilience will have an impact on the
future generation of everyone.

Anti-bullying week this week has the theme ‘Make A
Noise, A Noise About Bullying’. A theme that empowers
something positive to counteract the harm and hurt that
bullying causes. The aim is to raise awareness of bullying
of children and young people, in schools and elsewhere,
and to highlight ways of preventing and responding to it.
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Online Safety
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Safeguarding

Help with Living Costs this Winter
Winter 2023/24 Norfolk Assistance Scheme can help you get support and financial
assistance for food, energy, water, and other household essentials including white
goods. Click on the link for more details:

https://csapps.norfolk.gov.uk/csshared/ecourier2/fileoutput.asp?id=54504
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Lighthouse Lookout
Dolphins and Sharks previously nominated themselves to be part of the Lighthouse Lookout
Crew. A great opportunity for the children to learn new skills and support others. The
Lighthouse Crew gains the pupils' voice and allows the children to raise awareness and support
others within the school. For each role there is a Shark and Dolphin with the Head Pupils
supporting the roles alongside Mrs Winchester and Mr Austin.

‘Growing Together’



Celebrating and Sharing Our
Successes

We will be sharing with parents and
carers our JONK award winners for the
week as part of our celebrating and

sharing success.

Teachers and TAs will be looking out for
children who demonstrate the JONK
skill of being resilient next week

Seahorse Class JONK certificate this week

Dolphin Class JONK certificates this week Shark Class JONK certificate this week

Attendance/Safeguarding
Attendance target set by the government = 96.1%

Current updated Bacton Primary School attendance this year to date 96.37%
Seahorse class attendance year to date 96.95%
Dolphin class attendance year to date 95.55%
Shark class attendance year to date 96.32%

The class with the highest attendance this week was Seahorses with 97.98%
Well Done Seahorse Class
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Reminders

School Lunches
Please check the school website for the Autumn/Winter Menu

PE Days
On the day your child has PE please ensure they come to school wearing their PE kit. If they
are taking part in sports club and it is not their PE day they should come to school in their

uniform and bring kit to change into.

PE Seahorse Class - Years R, 1 and 2 Monday and Thursday

Dolphin and Shark Classes - Years 3, 4,5
and 6

Thursday and Friday

Uniform
Order directly through Birds of Dereham (any time)
https://www.birdsofdereham.com/

Or place your order on the School Money System before the cut off dates below.
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Order Through School - Dates 2023/24:
1. Order Cut Off: Fri 6th October 2023 - Delivery in November 2023
2. Order Cut Off: Fri 16th February 2024 - Delivery in March 2024
3. Order Cut Off: Fri 26th April 2024 - Delivery in May 2024
4. Order Cut Off: Fri 7th June 2024 - Delivery in July 2024

Sweatshirt Cardigan Fleece
Jacket

Delivery
charge

Order through school (includes
10% discount)

£10.50 £12.00 £14.50 Free

If you have any queries please contact the School Office.

PTFA Bottles and Jars donations

If you have any empty jars with lids at
home that you no longer need or are
destined for the recycling bin could we
suggest they be donated to the school
please?
The PTFA are collecting jars to fill with
prizes for the Christmas raffle. If you can
help please send your empty jars into the
school office. The PTFA would also like
scraps of wrapping paper. Thank you for
your support.

PTFA Fancy Dress costume donations

Dates for the Diary
Date Time Event

20/11/2023 3:15-3:45 Parents invited into school to look at child’s/children’s books

21/11/2023 3:15-3:45 Parents invited into school to look at child’s/children’s books

21/11/2023 3:15-4:15 Active Outdoor Club

22/11/2023 3:15-4:00 Homework club - Cancelled due to parents evening

22/11/2023 3:30-5:30 Parents evening - Face-to-face meetings - letter has been issued

23/11/2023 4:00-6:30 Parents evening - Zoom call meetings - letter has been issued
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23/11/2023 3:15-4:15 Football after school club provided by Premier Sport

28/11/2023 3:15-4:15 Active Outdoor Club

29/11/2023 3:15-4:00 Homework club

30/11/2023 3:15-4:15 Football after school club provided by Premier Sport

05/12/2023 3:15-4:15 Active Outdoor Club

06/12/2023 All Day WWII Historical Visitor day (Horning Primary Y3/4/5/6 joining)

06/12/2023 3:15-4:00 Homework club

07/12/2023 3:15-4:15 Football after school club provided by Premier Sport

12/12/2023 3:15-4:15 Active Outdoor Club

13/12/2023 3:15-4:00 Homework club

14/12/2023 9:30-10:30 Christmas Performance - Don’t be Afraid, ticket only event for parents and
carers - ticket booking letter to be issued in November

14/12/2023 3:15-4:15 Football after school club provided by Premier Sport

15/12/2023 14:00-15:00 Christmas Performance - Don’t be Afraid, ticket only event for parents and
carers - ticket booking letter to be issued in November

19/12/2023 9:00-1:30 Sheringham Little Theatre Whole school Panto visit Years R-6

19/12/2023 3:15-4:15 Active Outdoor Club

20/12/2023 3:15-4:00 No Homework club today

Term Dates All in-term holiday requests will be
classed as unauthorised absences. This
will likely result in a fixed penalty notice
being issued from Norfolk County
Council.

In Norfolk, penalty notices are issued in
accordance with the Norfolk Local
Protocol. In all cases a penalty notice can
only be issued if the pupil has accrued at
least 9 sessions (4.5 school days) of
unauthorised absence within the
previous 6 school weeks. This would
result in a fine of £60 per child per
parent ie; for a family with 2 children this
would total £240

The link below has more information
about fixed penalty notices.
Fixed Penalty Notices
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