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Another Fantastic Week - ‘Growing Together’

Starfish Preschool

Happy New Year!

The children have been keen to get back into
Starfish and have been sharing all their Christmas
news with us. During conversations, we have been
practising our listening and turn taking skills, with
the children sharing their news one at a time. They
have been brilliant at waiting their turn to talk and
have been asking each other questions about what
they got up to over the holidays.

The cold weather has also sparked conversations
about what season we are in and how we can keep
ourselves warm. The children have wrapped up in
_ coats, scarves and gloves and braved the cold
outside, making hot cups of tea and bowls of soup
4 in our mud kitchen to __
. help keep the adults |
warm too!
Inside the classroom,
. the children have been
recapping the Monster
Phonics characters we learnt last term, using the characters
to act out their stories and add them into their own
imaginative play.
Starfish have also been using their creative skills with the
playdough. Using the rolling pins, cutters and tools, they
have been creating shapes and patterns to make pictures
and tell stories.
Well done Starfish for having such a super first week back!

‘Growing Together’




Seahorse class
We have had a great start back to the term and we have been
very lucky to get some new resources in our continuous
provision that the whole class have enjoyed using this week.
The biggest hit has been the marble run and we have enjoyed
finding different ways to put it all together. We have also
changed our role play area and have got big boxes (more |
always welcome and any big tubes) which have become homes,
cars and a doctors surgery.

Year 1 and 2 have started their new book in English called
‘Ossiri and the Bala Mengro’. It is all about a little girl
wanting to play a musical instrument having to make her
own. We will be making our own instruments on Monday
so any donations of small bottles, yogurt pots or kitchen
roll tubes would be greatly appreciated. Meanwhile
Reception have carried on with Drawing Club and have =
been finding out about Harry and his bucketful of

dinosaurs going on holiday.

On Tuesday, Key Stage 1 competed in an inter-house topic
quiz seeing what they could remember from our previous
topic ‘Let’s Fly Away’. It was great to see how much the
children could remember. The winners were Red House
with a score of 100! Well done!

Dolphins

This week in Dolphins we have started our new Topic entitled 'Guardians of the Planet’.
In this Topic we will be learning all about the planet, why we need to protect it and
what we can do to protect it. We started this week with Geography, investigating the
equator, northern and southern hemisphere, different time zones and the lines of
longitude and latitude. The children enjoyed these lessons having lots of amazing
questions.

Over in English, we started our unit on ‘We Are Water Protectors’, which is a cultural
text. The book focuses on a North American indigenous culture that is protesting about
a dark snake (Dakota Access Pipelines) polluting their land and animals. In the first
lesson of the week we looked at how rainsticks were used by indigenous people to
summon the rain from the skies. The class then got a chance to make their own
rainstick, which I'm sure they have been playing with at home. Later in the week, we
had a go at writing our own piece of work warning against different items that may
harm the environment. This ranged from plastic bags, fishing wire and nets to toxic
waste produced by factories. The class then had a chance to look over and edit their
work on Friday.

In Maths and Arithmetic, we have moved over to working with larger, more challenging
4-digit numbers. The children have been able to identify strategies used with smaller
numbers that can be transitioned over to larger ones, helping them to adapt to the new
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challenge and produce some great work.
Well done on a great first full week back Dolphins!

Sharks

The Sharks have hit the ground running in the New Year, diving head first into their
learning and really engaging with our new topic - Guardians of the Planet! So far this
week, we have;

- Started writing our stories based on different cultures focused around Maha and
the Elephant. The children have written some beautiful descriptions of the sea in
Thailand, the mysterious islands off the coast and the beauty of the elephants
walking the forest paths. I cannot wait to find out what happens when a new and
serious threat appears in time for our Long Independent Writes next week!

- Looked into increasingly small decimal numbers to finish off our Number & Place
Value unit. We started at tenths, moved on to hundredths and now we are
studying thousandths as well as comparing numbers with the same and different
amount of decimals. We will be moving on to looking at Multiplication and Division
beginning on Monday.

- Begun to understand how the world is divided up using lots of different lines and
zones such as the Arctic & Antarctic circles, the Tropics of Cancer & Capricorn,
and the Equator. We also looked at how we can use these coordinates of Latitude
and Longitude to find different places on earth by using very similar rules to when
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we use coordinates in Maths.
All in all, it has been a busy and productive week in Upper Key Stage 2 and has set the
class up very well to continue their learning throughout this half-term!

Mental Wellbeing

This week is National Houseplant Week. One
of our activities this week linked to plants and
emotional literacy. The children enjoyed
creating different emotions for pineapple and
cacti characters. Mrs Winchester spoke with ~ 8th - 14th January
the children as they were busy creating, the Houseplant Week

i

-, AR

children were very keen to share their
feelings whilst linking them to a character
; they had drawn.

| Other children took the opportunity to
quietly read whilst sitting on the beanbags.
It is important we all take time for
ourselves and mindful colouring and
reading is a perfect way.
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Celebrating and Sharing Our Seahorse Class JONK certificate this week
Successes

We will be sharing with parents and
carers our JONK award winners for the
week as part of our celebrating and
sharing success.

Teachers and TAs will be looking out for
children who demonstrate resilience
next week.

Dolphin Class JONK certificates this week Shark Class JONK certificate this week

- N

TR R
R By 1 got the m
JONK award
for being
Creative

5 1got the a®
JONK award
for being
.. Collaborative

-
__

Safeguarding

Help with Living Costs this Winter

Winter 2023/24 Norfolk Assistance Scheme can help you get support and financial
assistance for food, energy, water, and other household essentials including white
goods. Click on the link for more details:

https://csapps.norfolk.gov.uk/csshared/ecourier2/fileoutput.asp?id=54504
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Road Safety
It has been great to see so many children and

parents walking to school where possible and even
those arriving by car have been parking a short
distance away at the Priory or the community
centre and walking to school from there. During
the week there will be a road safety assembly to
remind the children how to cross the road safely
and this will be linked with stranger danger and
dark nights. Please help us with this by ensuring
that parents and carers park legally, safely and
sensibly. Thank you for helping us keep your
child/children safe.

Attendance/Safeguarding

Attendance target set by the government = 96.1%
Current updated Bacton Primary School attendance this year to date 95.67%
Seahorse class attendance year to date 95.98%
Dolphin class attendance year to date 94.08%
Shark class attendance year to date 96.41%
The class with the highest attendance this week was Sharks with 99.03%

Well Done Shark Class
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Q8% __IMPRESSIVE

Equates 1o 4 school davs off each year

06% . GOoD

Equates to 1 school dayg off each year

QE)O/O NEARLY THERE

Equates fo 9 school davs off each year

DAILY LATENESS
equates to...

Missed minutes D

missed learning [=]

missed opportunities
e P EXTREME IMPACT
— 80%

Squates 1o 2macths off coch year Guidance for

Parents / Carers
Good attendance at school s one of
the most impeortant factors in ensuring

that children and young people have
the best cpportunities in adult iife.

Instil |

justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/attendance ™ Norfolk
e " County Council

Reminders

School Lunches
Please check the school website for the Autumn/Winter Menu

PE Days
On the day your child has PE please ensure they come to school wearing their PE kit. If they
are taking part in sports club and it is not their PE day they should come to school in their
uniform and bring kit to change into.

PE Seahorse Class - Years R, 1 and 2 Monday and Thursday
Dolphin and Shark Classes - Years 3, 4,5 Thursday and Friday
and 6
(Please note Yrs 3 & 4 are swimming on
Thursday)
Dolphin Class Thursday - Come to school in uniform with
Years 3 and 4 - Swimming swimming kit please
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Uniform
Order directly through Birds of Dereham (any time)
https://www.birdsofdereham.com/

Or place your order on the School Money System before the cut off dates below.

Order Through School - Dates 2023/ 24:

1. Order Cut Off: Fri 6th October 2023 - Delivered in November 2023
2. Order Cut Off: Fri 16th February 2024 - Delivery in March 2024

3. Order Cut Off: Fri 26th April 2024 - Delivery in May 2024

4. Order Cut Off: Fri 7th June 2024 - Delivery in July 2024

_ ] Fleece Delivery
Sweatshirt |Cardigan Jacket charge
Order through school (includes| . - £12.00 £14.50 Free

10% discount)

If you have any queries please contact the School Office.

Dates for the Diary

Date Time Event
15/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Badminton - Parent and Child Workshop - letter issued
15/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club
18/01/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming
18/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club
22/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Football - Parent and Child Workshop - letter issued
22/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club
25/01/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming
25/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club
29/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Basketball - Parent and Child Workshop - letter issued
29/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club
01/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming
01/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club
02/02/2024 All Day NSPCC Number Day - ‘Dress up for Digits’ to raise money for the NSPCC
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05/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Throwing - Parent and Child Workshop - letter issued
05/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club
05/02/2024 All Week Children’s Mental Health Week - Activities for the week
07/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop
08/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop
08/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming (for those not at Hilltop)
08/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club
09/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop
12/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Scooter Skills - Parent and Child Workshop - letter issued
12/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club
15/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming
15/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club
7/3/2024 All day World Book Day
15/3/2024 All day Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)
26/03/2024 All day Seahorse visit to Banham Zoo - letter to Follow
23/04/2024 12:30-5:30 Year 6 STEAM competition event at Greshams School Holt - letter to follow
13/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Test
14/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Reading test
15/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Maths papers 1 and 2
16/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Maths paper 3
15/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight
16/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight
17/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight
18/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight
19/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight
19/07/2024 3:15 Break up for the Summer Holidays
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Term Dates All in-term holi r will

classed as unauthorised absences. This

will likely result in a fixed penalty notice
being issued from Norfolk County

.’ﬂ Norfolk County Council 2023 2024 Cor:lstr_ll Together Council.
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EVERYONE

IS EXCITED!

SWIMMING LESSONS

Eevery one =z

ACTIVE E__:ﬁ

ARE YOU LOOKING TO GET STARTED IN
SWIMMING LESSONS?

-LESSONS SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES & ABILITY'S

= SPACES AVAILABLE NOW

- SWIMMING LESSONS RUN 50 WEEKS OF THE YEAR
-EVERY DAY AFTER SCHOOL & WEEKENDS T00
- £38.54A MONTH PAID BY DIRECT DEBIT
- CHILD RECEIVES FREE SWIMMING IN ALL PUBLIC/FAMILY SESSIONS
JOIN OUR AWARD-HINNING SWIMMING LESSONS ; -
4 GET A FREE 6 MONTHS KIDS PASS” LESSONS
-UPTO 57 OFF DAYS OUT & ATTRACTIONS
- KIDS GO FREE AT AQUARIUMS, RESTAURANTS & MORE
- 30% OFF ADULTS & CHILD CINEMA TICKETS
- UP T 25 OFF FAMILY HOLIDAYS & RESORTS

SWIMMING

LITTLE

Learn to Ride Courses

Deseription
Our Learn to Rida course (4 x 1hr lessons) is designad for children aged 4-10 yrs who would like to learn how to
ride a bike with padals by thamsalves.

Dates

Saturday 11th, 18th, 26th Nov, 2nd Dec (2.00-3.00pm or 2.00-4.00pm) @ Sewell Park Academy, St
Clements Hill, Narwich, NR3 48X

Saturday 18th, 26th Nov, 2nd, 9th Dec (10.00-11.00am o 11.00-12.00noon) (@ Great Yarmouth Charter
Acadeny, Salisbury Road, Great Yarmouth, NR30 4L5

SBaturday 18th, 25th Nov, 2nd, 9th Dec (3.00-4.00pm or 4.00-5.00pm) @ Aylsham High Schoaol Sparts Hub,
Palmerston Way, Aylsham, NR11 6FN

Price

Places on the coursa cost £50 neT child (plus booking fea). Don't warry if your ehild doasn't have their own bike
aor helmet as wa can land tham both.

Book Now
Far more information and to book a place visit wew littleridersuk.co ukfleartoridel
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