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Another Fantastic Week - ‘Growing Together’

Star�sh Preschool
It has been a cold, wintery week in Star�sh but that has not
stopped the children!
On Monday, the children got very excited to see that it was
snowing. So we wrapped up and ran outside to watch the
snow fall. The children loved watching it and trying to catch
it in their hands or even on their tongue! After some time
spent outside, we then came in to warm up with a treat of
hot chocolate at snack time.

This week, we have also
been exploring shapes
and patterns. The
children used paint and
di�erent sponges and
rollers in the tu� tray
to mix the colours
together and make
patterns. Star�sh have
also been looking at

books, pictures and some of the toys to �nd patterns,
shapes and colours and have been telling the adults what
ones they have found.
For Phonics, the children have continued their Monster
Phonic learning and have met another character this week -
Miss Oh No. Most of the children already knew who she was
and guessed that she might be clumsy as she has a bandage on her head.
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Seahorse class
We have had another busy week in Seahorses. It started with
year 1 and year 2 making their own instruments out of recycling
like Ossiri in our story. They then at the end of the week wrote
an ending to the story where Ossiri met the Bala Mengro. In
some stories he liked her music and they became friends but in
other stories he chased her away from his cave. Next week we
are looking at a book called ‘At the Beach’ which contains lots of
postcards. Meanwhile this week, Reception have been looking at
the story of Cinderella and helping her plan her own party and

�nd an out�t to wear. This
week Reception have been
looking at how we can
partition �ve into di�erent
combinations of numbers.
Next week in maths, KS1 will
be moving on to multiplication
and division. Whilst in
Reception, they will be
comparing the height and
length of di�erent objects.

We have carried on learning about Australia this week and have learnt that it is south
of the equator and that the equator is an imaginary line that goes around the world. We
also discovered the countries near the equator are hotter than the countries near the
north and south poles.

Dolphins
We have had a very creative week in Dolphins. We started the week investigating the
four di�erent collage techniques. The techniques were overlapping, tessellation, mosaic
and montage. Once we found out what these di�erent techniques were, we had a
practice at each of them to see which one we were going to use when creating our own
collages on Wednesday. It was interesting to see that the children all preferred
di�erent techniques.
On Wednesday, we then discovered we had to create a collage of a nature scene. The
children all used a range of di�ering techniques that we had practised the day before,
creating some wonderful pieces of artwork. The children greatly enjoyed making their
own collages and getting gluey �ngers.
Over in English, we have �nished our unit on cultural stories, writing a story on how we
can protect our water from pollution. There were lots of great ideas and discussions
which led to some amazing big writes on Friday.
In Maths, we have been investigating decimal numbers and fractions. We started
looking and working with tenths as decimals, then on to hundredths. We then
progressed on to working with money, viewing how using decimals can support us with
working with money.
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Sharks
The Sharks have been really getting back into the swing of things this week. Though
things have been freezing outside, we’ve been running hot indoors with the e�orts being
put into all of our learning!
In English, we have been continuing our cultural stories based upon Maha and the
Elephants. This week the writing has been based around the strange behaviour of the
elephants in the area, culminating with a mad dash through the jungle to high-ground
as the tsunami sweeps across the beach. It has been very interesting to learn all about
Thailand, Asian Elephants, and tsunamis in order to write an accurate narrative.
With Maths, we have started addressing the gaps in our learning highlighted by the
baseline assessments. We spent the week really focusing on our basic multiplication and
division skills in order to carry con�dence through into the next few weeks where we
will be challenging ourselves with new learning, looking at things in di�erent ways and
applying our multiplication and division skills to real world examples!
Finally, in Topic we have been looking at starting our Art unit where we are looking at
print making and the work of local artist John Brunsden. We studied images of
Mundesley beach from di�erent perspectives and had a go at drawing some for
ourselves.
Looking forward to next week where it all begins again!
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Mental Wellbeing
This week we started working on The Big
School’ Birdwatch. The children have been
colouring in birds during their lunch break to
create a display board. More activities will be
linked to birds as the event runs into
February. If your child would like to take
photos of birds or create bird art please send
them in to Mrs Winchester. Maybe keep a
tally of the di�erent types of birds you see
around your home.

One of my favourite days is Winnie the Pooh Day, a great
excuse to read a book and discuss the di�erent characters and
their possible mental wellbeing issues. The children have been
writing inspirational quotes and colouring honey pots during
their mindfulness sessions.

Hire Hub Club

Our hire hub has been very busy with families hiring di�erent pieces
of equipment to use at home. We know that Mrs Temple and Mrs
Underwood have had fun trying the scooters in front of the school.
If you are interested in borrowing something, please see Mrs
Temple or Mrs Underwood who are outside at the end of the day. If
they are not there and you would like to hire something please come
in and someone can come and help you.
We have had some great photos sent in by families of equipment
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being used that they have borrowed.

We have after school sessions being run by Premier Sport on Mondays
after school
22nd January - Football
29th January - Basketball
5th February - Throwing
12th February - Scooter Skills

Please contact the o�ce if you would like to attend one of these
sessions, they are free to attend.

Safeguarding
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Safeguarding

Help with Living Costs this Winter
Winter 2023/24 Norfolk Assistance Scheme can help you get support and �nancial
assistance for food, energy, water, and other household essentials including white
goods. Click on the link for more details:

https://csapps.norfolk.gov.uk/csshared/ecourier2/�leoutput.asp?id=54504

Road Safety
It has been great to see so many children and
parents walking to school where possible and even
those arriving by car have been parking a short
distance away at the Priory or the community
centre and walking to school from there. During
the week there will be a road safety assembly to
remind the children how to cross the road safely
and this will be linked with stranger danger and
dark nights. Please help us with this by ensuring
that parents and carers park legally, safely and
sensibly. Thank you for helping us keep your
child/children safe.
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Attendance
Attendance target set by the government = 96.1%

Current updated Bacton Primary School attendance this year to date 95.48%
Seahorse class attendance year to date 95.78%
Dolphin class attendance year to date 93.96%
Shark class attendance year to date 96.19%

The class with the highest attendance this week was Sharks with 95.37%
Well Done Shark Class

Celebrating and Sharing Our
Successes

We will be sharing with parents and
carers our JONK award winners for the
week as part of our celebrating and

sharing success.

Teachers and TAs will be looking out
for children who demonstrate curiosity

next week.

Seahorse Class JONK Certificate this Week

Dolphin Class JONK Certificate this Week Shark Class JONK Certificate this Week
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Reminders

School Lunches
Please check the school website for the Autumn/Winter Menu

PE Days
On the day your child has PE please ensure they come to school wearing their PE kit. If they
are taking part in sports club and it is not their PE day they should come to school in their

uniform and bring kit to change into.

PE Seahorse Class - Years R, 1 and 2 Monday and Thursday

Dolphin and Shark Classes - Years 3, 4,5
and 6

(Please note Yrs 3 & 4 are swimming on
Thursday)

Thursday and Friday

Dolphin Class
Years 3 and 4 - Swimming

Thursday - Come to school in uniform with
swimming kit please
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Uniform
Order directly through Birds of Dereham (any time)
https://www.birdsofdereham.com/

Or place your order on the School Money System before the cut off dates below.

Order Through School - Dates 2023/24:
1. Order Cut Off: Fri 6th October 2023 - Delivered in November 2023
2. Order Cut Off: Fri 16th February 2024 - Delivery in March 2024
3. Order Cut Off: Fri 26th April 2024 - Delivery in May 2024
4. Order Cut Off: Fri 7th June 2024 - Delivery in July 2024

Sweatshirt Cardigan Fleece
Jacket

Delivery
charge

Order through school (includes
10% discount)

£10.50 £12.00 £14.50 Free

If you have any queries please contact the School Office.

Dates for the Diary
Date Time Event

22/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Football - Parent and/or Child Workshop - letter issued

22/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club

25/01/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming

25/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club

29/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Basketball - Parent and/or Child Workshop - letter issued

29/01/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club

01/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming

01/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club

02/02/2024 All Day NSPCC Number Day - ‘Dress up for Digits’ to raise money for the NSPCC

05/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Throwing - Parent and/or Child Workshop - letter issued

05/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club

05/02/2024 All Week Children’s Mental Health Week - Activities for the week

07/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop
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08/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop

08/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming (for those not at Hilltop)

08/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club

09/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop

12/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Scooter Skills - Parent and/or Child Workshop - letter issued

12/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club

15/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming

15/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club

7/3/2024 All day World Book Day

15/3/2024 All day Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

26/03/2024 All day Seahorse visit to Banham Zoo - letter to Follow

23/04/2024 12:30-5:30 Year 6 STEAM competition event at Greshams School Holt - letter to follow

13/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Test

14/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Reading test

15/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Maths papers 1 and 2

16/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Maths paper 3

15/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

16/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

17/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

18/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

19/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

19/07/2024 3:15 Break up for the Summer Holidays

‘Growing Together’



Term Dates All in-term holiday requests will be
classed as unauthorised absences. This
will likely result in a fixed penalty notice
being issued from Norfolk County
Council.

In Norfolk, penalty notices are issued in
accordance with the Norfolk Local
Protocol. In all cases a penalty notice can
only be issued if the pupil has accrued at
least 9 sessions (4.5 school days) of
unauthorised absence within the
previous 6 school weeks. This would
result in a fine of £60 per child per
parent ie; for a family with 2 children this
would total £240

The link below has more information
about fixed penalty notices.
Fixed Penalty Notices
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