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Another Fantastic Week - ‘Growing Together’

NSPCC Number Day

It was amazing to see all the children
dressed up. To date, we have raised
£20. If you would like to donate, please
do so on School Money. Thank you for all
your support.

Star�sh Preschool
Star�sh have had an amazing week!
This week we have been focusing on who helps our animals.
We talked about our pets and where we take them when
they are poorly, and who might look after animals that live
in zoos and animal shelters. The children then used our �rst
aid kits and the toy animals to help role play being a vet and
making the animals feel better.
In our creative tray, the children have been exploring paint
colours and mixing these together to make new colours.
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When most of the paint had been mixed together, the children noticed they could make
marks in the paint and began to draw pictures, patterns and even some of the letters of
their name.
The children have also been mark making outside on the
chalkboards; writing the �rst letter of their name and even
other letters, for example, an ‘M’ for Mum!

Star�sh have also been
working on their
collaborative skills and
have been playing
together, sharing their
ideas to extend their play.
They have tried really
hard to listen to each other and have supported
some of our newer children to join in too!

Seahorse class
This week in Seahorses we have carried on with our learning about
Australia and reception spent some of their topic time decorating
Australian animals having looked at Aboriginal art. They also

looked at Edward the Emu in Drawing club.
They thought about the other animals
Edward could go and see as well as thinking
about what Edward and Edwina the emus
could go and do. In maths they have been busy comparing the
height and lengths of di�erent objects and on Thursday started
looking at the days of the week. We read Jasper’s Beanstalk and
managed to sequence the pictures to match the story.

Meanwhile in Year 1 and Year 2 we have been busy �nishing ‘At the Beach’ by writing
our own postcards about a trip we have been on. To help us prepare for this we
practised writing lots of di�erent things during our sentence stacking lessons during
the week. On Thursday we had some great similes including ‘as black as a shadow’ and
‘as long as a boat’. In maths, we have been using our
knowledge of coins and the 2, 5 and 10 times tables to count
di�erent values of coins.

Next week, year 2 are going to Cromer Academy for Trigolf on
Tuesday and we are looking forward to seeing what they can
teach us when they come back.
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Dolphins
This week in Dolphins we have been �nalising our letters to send to Greta Thunberg.
The children have been very excited about writing their letters and have been asking
everyday when they are going to be able to write them. Throughout the week as a class
we have written each stage of the letter, then on Friday we wrote up our �rst draft. The
letter will be written up on Monday and sent over to Greta in Sweden.

In Topic we have moved on to a mini music unit. In this unit we are going to practise
and perform the song ‘Big Yellow Taxi’ by Joni Mitchell. On Wednesday, we listened to
the song and wrote a review about what we liked and didn’t like. The majority of the
class enjoyed the song, with each enjoying a di�erent part of it.

In maths, we have been working hard noticing links between the 2, 5 and 10 times
tables and how to group for division. The times table the children were very con�dent
with, whereas for division we were resilient breaking the learning down with
manipulatives to make sure we all understood how we can divide in groups.

Sharks

It's been an exciting week in our classroom, �lled with learning and accomplishments.
In our Maths lessons, the students have shown remarkable progress in understanding
area and perimeter. Their achievements in the baseline assessments mean that we're
ready to delve into the fascinating world of multiplying and dividing decimals and
fractions. I'm thrilled to see their enthusiasm for tackling these new challenges.
In English, we wrapped up our exploration of formal letters with the students crafting
impressive pieces. Following that, we embarked on a Long Independent Write, where
the children penned letters to Mr. Hopkins, aiming to spark positive changes throughout
the school. Their creativity and passion for making a di�erence truly shone through.
Our Topic lessons have been equally engaging as we delved into the diverse biomes
found around the globe. This exploration sets the stage for an exciting project next
week—creating models of these biomes using mod-roc.

Library
Please can all library books be returned next week as we are having
the Norfolk Children’s Book Centre in on the 5th February to revamp
the library and the books. They will be classifying all our non-�ction
books, organising our �ction and providing us with some new and
exciting books. We are looking forward to seeing the end result.
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Mental Wellbeing

Next week is Children’s Mental Health
Week. It will be a fun packed week to raise
awareness of children’s mental health and
to promote their wellbeing. And of course
Matty the dog will be helping us to promote
wellbeing. The therapeutic e�ects that
animals can have on wellbeing, positivity

and motivation are well known. They can
provide comfort, encourage positive social
behaviours, motivate speech and enhance
self-esteem. Matty is a 3 year old dog who
is very calm and friendly and, above all,
loves listening to children read. He is fully
trained and certi�cated by Canine
Companions. For your child to take part,
please complete the consent form here.

Hire Hub Club

Our hire hub has been very busy with families hiring di�erent pieces of equipment to use
at home. If you are interested in borrowing something, please see Mrs Temple or Mrs
Underwood who are outside at the end of the day. If they are not there and you would
like to hire something please come in and someone can come and help you.

We have had some great photos sent in by families of equipment
being used that they have borrowed.

We have after school sessions being run by
Premier Sport on Mondays after school

5th February - Throwing

12th February - Scooter Skills

Please contact the o�ce if you would like to
attend one of these sessions, they are free to
attend.
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Safeguarding

Help with Living Costs this Winter
Winter 2023/24 Norfolk Assistance Scheme can help you get support and �nancial
assistance for food, energy, water, and other household essentials including white
goods. Click on the link for more details:

https://csapps.norfolk.gov.uk/csshared/ecourier2/�leoutput.asp?id=54504

Road Safety
It has been great to see so many children and
parents walking to school where possible and even
those arriving by car have been parking a short
distance away at the Priory or the community
centre and walking to school from there. During
the week there will be a road safety assembly to
remind the children how to cross the road safely
and this will be linked with stranger danger and
dark nights. Please help us with this by ensuring
that parents and carers park legally, safely and
sensibly. Thank you for helping us keep your
child/children safe.
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Attendance
Attendance target set by the government = 96.1%

Current updated Bacton Primary School attendance this year to date 95.34%
Seahorse class attendance year to date 95.69%
Dolphin class attendance year to date 94.22%
Shark class attendance year to date 95.72%

The class with the highest attendance this week was Dolphins with 98.41%
Well Done Dolphin Class

Celebrating and Sharing Our
Successes

We will be sharing with parents and
carers our JONK award winners for the
week as part of our celebrating and

sharing success.

Teachers and TAs will be looking out
for children who demonstrate how to

be creative next week.

Seahorse Class JONK Certificate this Week

Dolphin Class JONK Certificate this Week Shark Class JONK Certificate this Week
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Reminders

School Lunches
Please check the school website for the Autumn/Winter Menu

PE Days
On the day your child has PE please ensure they come to school wearing their PE kit. If they
are taking part in sports club and it is not their PE day they should come to school in their

uniform and bring kit to change into.

PE Seahorse Class - Years R, 1 and 2 Monday and Thursday

Dolphin and Shark Classes - Years 3, 4,5
and 6

(Please note Yrs 3 & 4 are swimming on
Thursday)

Thursday and Friday

Dolphin Class
Years 3 and 4 - Swimming

Thursday - Come to school in uniform with
swimming kit please
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Uniform
Order directly through Birds of Dereham (any time)
https://www.birdsofdereham.com/

Or place your order on the School Money System before the cut off dates below.

Order Through School - Dates 2023/24:
1. Order Cut Off: Fri 6th October 2023 - Delivered in November 2023
2. Order Cut Off: Fri 16th February 2024 - Delivery in March 2024
3. Order Cut Off: Fri 26th April 2024 - Delivery in May 2024
4. Order Cut Off: Fri 7th June 2024 - Delivery in July 2024

Sweatshirt Cardigan Fleece
Jacket

Delivery
charge

Order through school (includes
10% discount)

£10.50 £12.00 £14.50 Free

If you have any queries please contact the School Office.

Dates for the Diary
Date Time Event

02/02/2024 All Day NSPCC Number Day - ‘Dress up for Digits’ non-school uniform day to raise
money for the NSPCC

05/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Throwing - Parent and/or Child Workshop - letter issued

05/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club

05/02/2024 All Week Children’s Mental Health Week - Activities for the week

07/02/2024 3.15-5.15 Movie Night - Letter issued

07/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop

08/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop

08/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming (for those not at Hilltop)

08/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club

09/02/2024 All day Year 4 residential - Hilltop

12/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Scooter Skills - Parent and/or Child Workshop - letter issued

12/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Active Outdoor Club

15/02/2024 1.00-3.00 Years 3 and 4 Swimming
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15/02/2024 3.15-4.15 Archery Club

16/02/2024 3:15 Break up for Half Term Holidays - Hire Hub Club equipment available to borrow
for the whole of half term.

7/3/2024 All day World Book Day

15/3/2024 All day Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

26/03/2024 All day Seahorse visit to Banham Zoo - letter issued

17/04/2024 All day Year 3 and 4 Bikeability Level 1 - Letter issued

23/04/2024 12:30-5:30 Year 6 STEAM competition event at Greshams School Holt - letter to follow

13/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Test

14/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Reading test

15/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Maths papers 1 and 2

16/05/2024 All Day Year 6 SATs tests - Maths paper 3

15/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

16/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

17/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

18/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

19/07/2024 Allday Year 6 residential - Isle of Wight

19/07/2024 3:15 Break up for the Summer Holidays

Term Dates All in-term holiday requests will be
classed as unauthorised absences. This
will likely result in a fixed penalty notice
being issued from Norfolk County
Council.

In Norfolk, penalty notices are issued in
accordance with the Norfolk Local
Protocol. In all cases a penalty notice can
only be issued if the pupil has accrued at
least 9 sessions (4.5 school days) of
unauthorised absence within the
previous 6 school weeks. This would
result in a fine of £60 per child per
parent ie; for a family with 2 children this
would total £240

The link below has more information
about fixed penalty notices.
Fixed Penalty Notices
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